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THE BREAKDOWN  OF THE WIRE TO RUSSIA IN   1890

Thus, in the period 1871-1890, the peace of Europe was
secured by the domination of the Eastern Empires and by
the system of genuinely defensive alliances which Bismarck
had built up, though during the last three years the system
was somewhat less secure. No Power cared to risk a war
against Germany's overwhelming military force, supported
and insured as it was by the secret alliances which had
brought Austria, Russia, Italy, Rumania, and even England
more or less into cooperation with Germany. France in
her painful isolation did not dare to undertake a war of
revanche. England, though ready to cooperate with the
Triple Alliance in the Mediterranean, did not care to depart
from her traditional no-alliance policy.47 She still preferred
to enjoy the Balance of Power between any European coali-
tions which might arise. No one yet threatened that proud
supremacy of the seas, so vital to her commerce and her
imperial relations with her colonies.

But the dismissal of Bismarck in March, 1890, brought
a change, and opened the way for the formation of an alli-
ance between Russia and France. Even during the three
preceding years, in spite of the Re-insurance Treaty, fric-
tion had increased between Germany and Russia, owing to
complications in Bulgaria, and to the German newspaper
campaign against Russian securities. But until Bismarck's
dismissal, the loyalty of M. Giers, the Russian Minister
of Foreign Affairs, to the German alliance, and Tsar Alex-
ander's antipathy to France had prevented a Franco-Russian
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